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Herman Melville, who was born on Pearl Street in Lower Manhattan, had a
pivotal moment as a young man, according to papers shown to this column by an
unpublished Melville biographer. A neighborhood store owner overcharged him
by mistake. When he discovered the error, the shopkeeper, who happened to be
Jewish, apologized and said: “Call me Schlemiel”.-Melville was enchanted by
that sentence. But he was unfamiliar with Yiddish, and did not quite get it right
when he used it years later for the opening line of “Moby-Dick”. (Haberman
2001)
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Ismail insists on individualistic and very deep observation, everything, both very
important and small, is ultimately related to him. Ismail, as befits his name, is
desperate, longing for kinship and friendship, from which at the same time comes
a huge impulse, a desire to find something strong, a firm handhold in this
"watery" world. (Fassler, 2013, p.3)
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33000[)3@00600:

It needs scarcely to be told, with what feelings, on the eve of a Nantuket voyage, |
regarded those marble tablets, and by the murky light of that darkened, doleful
day read the fate of the whalemen who had gone before me. Yes, Ismael, the same
fate may be thine. But, somehow | grew merry again. Delightful inducements to
embark, fine chance for promotion, it seems - aye, a stove boat will make an
immortal by brevet. Yes, there is death in this business of whaling - a speechlessly

quick, chaotic bundling of a man into Eternity. (Melville, 1967, p. 832)
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